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TEXT OF THE THIRD OFFICE ACTION 
Application No.: 2005800022419 

The applicant submitted the Observations and the application documents after 
amendment on February 20, 2009. After reading the above documents, the examiner 
resumes the examination on the present case and provides the opinions as follows; 



1. Claim 1 contains a generic concept "a thickness profile is variable", which 
summarizes a wide protection scope. The polarization-modulating optical element has 
a thickness profile which is variable, i.e., if only the thickness of the 
polarization-modulating optical element is not only and unchangeable, the thickness 
of it is changeable. But the description only gives that at a distance r to the optical 
axis, the azimuth sectional surface within the ranges of different azimuth angles, the 
section has a certain inclination which satisfies some expression formula. According 
to the disclosure of the present application document, it is difficult for those skilled in 
the art to predict that all the ways other than the way disclosed in the description in 
the present application summarized by the generic concept can solve its technical 
problem, and achieve the same technical effect, (such as at a distance r to the optical 
axis, in the ranges of different azimuth angles, the azimuth section has a wave-shape 
outline, and its thickness is also changeable). Therefore, this kind of summarization 
goes beyond the scope disclosed by the description, and thus the claim is not based on 
the description, and does not comply with Article 26, paragraph 4, of the Patent Law 
of China, 

2. The expression formula I m I in Claims 8, 10 and 12 contains "11", but the 
meaning represented by it has not been given, which makes the protection scope of 
the claim cannot be determined, and does not comply with Rule 20, paragraph 1, of 
the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law of China (refer to Section 3.2.2 
Chapter 2 Part II in the Guidelines for Patent Examination). The applicant shall make 
a further expression on it. The applicant should note that the expression should have 
the disclosure in the original application. 

3. Claim 28 defines a method of manufacturing micro-structure semiconductor 
components, but the claim only comprises a step of using a projection system, but the 
projection system refers to any on the projection system, but has not related to the 
procedure, process and step of manufacturing a semiconductor member. It is seen that, 
the subject type sought for protection and the protection scope expressed is not clear, 
and does not comply with Rule 20, paragraph 1, of the Implementing Regulations of 
the Patent Law of China (refer to Sections 3.1.1 and 3-2.2 Chapter 2 Part II in the 
Guidelines for Patent Examination). 
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4. Reminding, Claim 16 should be written in a separate paragraph, and should not be 
written following Claim 15. 

The applicant should make a response within the designated time limit, and explain all 
of the problems raised in the office action one by one and make amendment to the 
application document when necessary. Otherwise, it will be difficult for the present 
application to be granted. Any amendment to be made shall not go beyond the scope 
of the original description and claims so as to comply with the provision of Article 33 
of the Patent Law of China. 

Examiner: Yu Zijiang 
Code: 983G 
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